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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MOSCOW 04014 251628Z 
ACTION SNM-02 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 10-13 ISO-OO SS-15 L-03 H-02 NSC-05 
AGRE-00 HEW-06 AID-05 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 
DEAE-00 JUSE-00 TRSE-00 USIA-15 OES-06 OMB-Ol 
DODE-OO PA-02 PRS-01 /096 W 

251756Z 104582/53 

P 251455Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5520 
INFO AMCONSU LENINGRAD 
USMISSION GENEVA PRIORITY 
AMEMBASSY BONN 

UNCLAS MOSCOW 4014 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SNAR, UR 

SUBJECT: DEPARTMENT REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON LAWS ON MARIHUANA 
POSSESSION: THE USSR 

REF: STATE 57902 

1 . SOVIET LAWS GOVERNING MARIHUANA AND OTHER DRUGS ARE PROMULGATED BY 
THE REPUBLICS; WHILE THE WORDING OF SUCH LAWS IN THE VARIOUS 
REPUBLICS DO NOT DIFFERE SIGNIFICANTLY, THERE MAY BE CONSIDERABLE 
VARIANCES IN APPLICATION (SEE PARA 5). THE FOLLOWING CONCERNS 

THE LAWS OF THE RUSSIAN REPUBLIC (RSFSR), WHICH GROUP TOGETHER 
"NARCOTICS" AND "POWERFUL AND POISONOUS SUBSTANCES," IN WHICH CATEGOR 
Y 

THE SOVIETS INCLUDE MARIHUANA. 

2. TRAFFICKING. (A) SMUGGLING. ARTICLE 78 OF THE RSFSR CODE OF 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE DEFINES A PUNISHMENT OF IMPRIOSNMENT OF THREE 
TO TEN YEARS AND CONFISCATION OF PROPERTY, WITH POSSIBLE EXILE 
FOR TWO TO FIVE YEARS FOR SMUGGLING OVER A BORDER. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 MOSCOW 04014 251628Z 

(B) SALE. ARTICLE 224 OF THE CODE, "MANUFACTURE OR SALE OF 
NARCOTICS AND OTHER POWERFUL AND POISONOUS SUBSTANCES," ALLOWS 
FOR PUNISHMENT OF ONE TO TEN YEARS IF THE MATERIAL IS SOLD OR 
KEPT WITH INTENTION OF SALE.. 

3. SIMPLE POSSESSION. ARTICAL 224 FURTHER SPECIFIES IMPRISONMENT 

OR CORRECTIVE LABOR OF UP TO ONE YEAR, WITH A FINE UP TO 100 RUBLES, 
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FOR VIOLATION OF THE "ESTABLISHED RULES" OF PRODUCING, KEEPING, 
DELIVERING, STOCKING, TRANSPORTING, OR SENDING OF NARCOTICS AND 
OTHER POWERFUL AND POISONOUS SUBSTANCES. 

4. THERAPY FOR ADDICTS. ARTICLE 62 OF THE CODE SPECIFIES THAT 
ADDICTS OR ALCOHOLICS CONVICTED OF A CRIME MAY BE REQUIRED TO 
UNDERGO SPECIAL PROGRAMS OF THERAPY, INCLUDING POSSIBLE COMPULSARY 
MEDICAL INSTITUTIONALIZATION, EVEN WHEN THE PUNISHMENT 

ITSELF FOR THE CRIME DOES NOT REQUIRE IMPRISONMENT. 

5. ENFORCEMENT. (A) SMUGGLING. WESTERNERS CAUGHT TRYING TO TRANSIT 
THE SOVIET UNION WITH MARIHUANA OR NARCOTICS HAVE RECEIVED 
APPROXIMATELY EQUIVALENT, FAIRLY STIFF SENTENCES IN RECENT 

YEARS. MANY OF THE NON-AMERICANSAN TRANSPORTING EITHER MARIHUANA 
OR HASHISH, WERE RELEASED AFTER SHORT PERIODS ON "HUMANITARIAN 
GROUNDS." AS DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, THREE AMERICANS ARRESTED IN 
JUNE 1976 WITH 28KG. OF HEROIN ARE STILL 
INCARCERATED. SINCE THE AMERICANS HAVE NOT YET BEEN IN 
PRISON EVEN A YEAR, IT IS TOO EARLY TO DETERMINE WHETHER THE 
HEROIN-SMUGGLERS WILL BE TREATED DIFFERENTLY THAN THE CANNABIS- 
SMUGGLERS BY THE SOVIETS. 

(B) PERSONAL USE. THERE HAS BEEN A SPRINKLING OF CRITICISM IN 
THE SOVIET JUDICIAL PRESS, PRINCIPALLY DIRECTED AT THE SOUTHERN 
REPUBLICS, FOR "UNJUSTIFIED" LENIENCY IN DRUG CASES. WE HAVE 
NO FIRM INFORMATION THEREON, BUT THE APPARENT SOVIET EFFORT TO 
DISSUADE TRAFFICKERS FROM USING MOSCOW AS A TRANSIT POINT FOR 
DRUGS MAY BE A REFLECTION OF INCREASED SOVIET CONCERN OVER 
DOMESTIC DRUG USE, INSPIRING CONCOMITANT EFFORT TO STIFFEN 
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THE ENFORCEMENT. 

6. COPIES OF ARTICLES 62, 78, AND 224 OF THE RSFSR 
CODE OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE HAVE BEEN POUCHED TO S/NM. 

MATLOCK 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: LAW, DRUG TRAFFIC, MARIJUANA, DRUG TREATMENT 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 25-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977MOSCOW04014 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7701 03-0239 
Format: TEL 
From: MOSCOW 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t19770322/aaaaasqg.tel 

Line Count: 102 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: ea39d0b1-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION SNM 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 77 STATE 57902 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 -Oct-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2997400 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DEPARTMENT REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON LAWS ON MARIHUANA POSSESSION: THE USSR 
TAGS: PFOR, SNAR, UR 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/ea39d0b1-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



